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Tae Councit ELEcTIon. 


The Annual Report and the voting ee are 
circulating amongst us once more. his year’s 
Council election, while to all appearance a quiet 
one, is both interesting and important. Twelve 
candidates are competing for nine seats; only five 
of the twelve are retiring members, and only one 
other has’previously served upon the Council. In 
any case, therefore, the election must introduce 
a considerable element of new blood upon the 
Council; and while, as usual, there are some 
candidates whose success is quite certain, there 
may be keen competition for, the remaining places. 

One rule should be observed at this election—no 
vote should be — to an opponent of the veterin- 
ary Surgeons’ Bill. It is true, of course, that the 
Bill has long ceased to be matter of real contro- 
versy within our ranks. The last election at which 
it formed a test question was in 1909; and there 
has since been no attempt to reverse the more than 
emphatic approval of the measure which the pro- 
fession pronounced at that time. But the Bill is 
now at a very critical period of its course through 
Parliament, and it is very important that we should 
again signify our whole-hearted endorsement of it, 
and so strengthen the hands of its promoters. 
There is sure to be a large majority of succesful 
candidates who support the Bill—there are more 
candidates in favour of it than there are seats for 
them. But by voting only for candidates pledged 
to support the Bill, we can render our verdict an 
absolutely unanimous one. 

The Annual Report—a quiet, business-like record 
of much varied work—should provideample material 
for discussion at the forthcoming meeting in Dublin. 


There are many subjects—the balance sheet, the|M 


Bill, the unqualified assistant question, and the 
work of the Examination and Parliamentary Com- 
mittees—all of which, being embodied in the Report, 
will be open to discussion. In the evening there 
will be a revival of the official dinner of the 
R.C.V.S. under the presidency of Prof. Mettam. 
We hope that some Englishmen will make the 


ss to Dublin, though they usually attend the 


ndon meetings in such poor numbers that they 
are hardly likely to visit Ireland in great strength. 
It remains to be seen what use Irishmen will 
make of probably the first opportunity of attending 


-the Annual General Meeting that many of them 


have ever had. They are not likely to lack in esprit 


-de corps—probably they will rally round their Pre- 
“sident in numbers which will put the lethargic 
‘English;section of the profession to shame. 


Let us hope they will, for more reasons than one. 


A good — and dinner in Dublin, by the mere 
force of example, might infuse new life into future 
gatherings in London. And certainly it would be 
a well-deserved compliment to an able and con- 
scientious President, who is now nearing the close 
of a year of office, every duty of which he has 
executed with credit to himself. 


MeEpicaL GRADUATION OF Pror. WooprurFr. 


In the latest pass-lists of the Conjoint Board of 
the Royal Colleges of Physicians of London and 
Surgeons of England, we see the name of Harold 
Addison Woodruff, M.R.c.v.s. 

All practitioners will join us in congratulating 
the young Camden Town teacher, who is now a 
member of two professions. 

To graduate in medicine while actually engaged 
in veterinary teaching is an onerous undertaking. 
It has been done repeatedly—two of Prof. Wood- 
ruff’s own colleagues, for instance, accomplished it 
many years ago—but the amount of work itdemands 
is so great, and is spread over so long a period, that 
every man who succeeds in it fully deserves the 
credit of very exceptional courage and perseverance, 
no less than of ability. 


SOUTH EASTERN VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


The first general mos of this newly-formed Society 
was held at the County Hotel, Canterbury, on Wednes- 
day, May 8th. The Association was formed at a well- 
attended and ay ee yy meeting of fellows and 
members of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
practising in the county held at Canterbury on Wednes- 
day, ose 3rd, the instigator of the movement bei 

r. Theo. C. Toope. Mr. James Crowhurst (F.) (Presi- 
dent of the some) presided, and among others present 
were Messrs. W. H. Crowhurst (F.), G. W. Dunkin, 
Major Edwards, A.V.C., Canterbury ; J. B. Martin (F.), 
Rochester ; Thomas Huband (F.), Kingsdon, Sevenoaks ; 
F. B. Eve, H. Hogben, Folkestone; J. Richardson, 
Deal ; T. Hibbard, Chatham; W. W. Gulliford, 
Hyde ; Thomas Hogben, Ash ; E. Ebbets, Rochester ; 
E. Morgan, Faversham; E. L. Dixson, Mar te; R. 
Roberts (F.), Tunbridge Wells ; and Theo. C. Toope, 
Dover (Hon. Secretary). 

The great difficulty in reaching the place of meeting 
owing to lack of railway facilities was responsible for 
the absence of many who, though fully sympathising 
with the movement, replied by letter or card stating 
they found it =e to come. Amongst these were 
Messrs. J. A. Todd, Worthing; E. M. gs ‘East- 
bourne ; Thos. Skelton, Epsom ; N. Almond, Kingston- 
on-Thames ; M. Moss, Sevenoaks; A. W. Reed, Brom- 
ley ; F. Robards, Dartford ; R. H. Pinching, Horsham ; 
R. A. Thrale, Croydon ; T. H. Tranter, South Croydon ; 
R. W. Pitcher, tbourne ; W. Burt, Brighton; J. 
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Washford, Romney ; Charles Roberts, Tunbridge Wells ; 
P. L. Austen, Pembury; J. Baker ong Ramsgate ; 
W. Caudwell, Chertsey ; F. C. Golden, Coventry ; C. 
Stewart, Hove ; A. Moore, Bromley ; P. Perkins, Hast- 
ings; L. C. Welfare, Chislehurst ; Arthur Whicher, 

e IDENt, in ning the meeting, said it was 
with great pleasure that | they met in Canterbury. The 
business to be transacted at that meeting was of great 
eeeenre to veterinary surgeons in the South-eastern 

strict. 

The Secretary reported that he had sent notices of 
the meeting to every member of the Society, in fact to 
every member of the profession in Kent and Sussex, and 
in the south of Surrey, because he was not sure exactly 
how many members there were of the Society at present. 
With the notices he had sent post cards and had received 
thirty-five cards back out of a hundred. Twenty-five 
of those had stated the intention of the writers to be 

resent that day, but since, he had received two or three 
etters from members regretting that they would be un- 
able to attend. Messrs. Morgan, Nonington ; Pugh, 
Sevenoaks ; P. Gregory, Tonbridge; Prof. Cave, of 
Wye College ; C. Crowhurst, Maidstone, were among 
those who were unable to attend. : 

The minutes of the preliminary meeting of the Society, 
which were taken as read, were adopted. 

The Secretary said the first business was to receive 
the draft of the rules which had been suggested by the 


Committee. They were copied with slight alterations 


from the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Society. The 
Committee had thoroughly considered them, and he 
i it they were about as perfect a set of rules as could 

Mr. Roperts said the tendency now was to delete the 
word “medical” from the title of veterinary surgeons’ 
societies, and he thought it would be best not to start 
with the title “South Eastern Veterinary Medical 
Society” and afterwards have to recede from it. He 
thought it would be better to call it “ The South Eastern 
Veterinary Society.” 

Mr. Gututrorp did not think it wise to delete the 
word “medical,” because they as veterinary surgeons 
were just as much medical men as human doctors were. 
He could not see why the word should be deleted, and 
he thought the title “Sonth Eastern Veterinary Medical 
Society” made it more explanatory. 

Mr. Martin advised that the word “ medical” should 
be dropped from the title of their Society, remarking 
that they were veterinary surgeons. : 

Mr. Roperts said they were all veterinary surgeons, 


"but some medical men held two qualifications, those of 


surgeon and also doctor of medicine. Veterinary sur- 
geons had only surgeons’ qualification, and he thought 
they should call themselves a Veterinary Surgeons’ 
Society, and that — should not make any pretension 
to assuming medica] degrees. 

The PrestDENT said he agreed with Mr. Roberts’ 

tion. They would be strong enough to stand on 
their own, without encroaching on medical societies. He 
thought it would be quite sufficient if they called them- 
selves “The South Eastern Veterinary Society.” 

Mr. HuBanp seconded, and it was agreed. 

The Secretary read the draft of the suggested rules. 
They had, he said, an unwritten rule that the places of 
meeting for the Society should be alternately in the 
east and west oi their district. 

agg | slight alterations had been made) 

r. RoBERTSs pro that the rules as amended be 

He said he thought they were very complete 

for the guidance and governance of the Society, and 

et: 


Frees or VETERINARY INSPECTORS. 


The Secretary said that the Committee had gone 
carefully through the list of fees now paid and had 
made various recommendations which he thought it 
would be best to submit ye ogo | for the meeting’s 
angen He believed if they a firm stand in 
that matter they would get much better treatment in 
the future. 

The PREsIpDENT said that matter bad been taken up in 
consequence of his attendance at a meeting he called to 
complain of some of his fees being sto’ yy the Clerk 
of Sessions at Maidstone. He went there to ask for an 
explanation, and he took the opportunity of bringing 
before the notice of the County Council that the fees 
allowed him were very inadequate, and especially for 
attending cases of mange. He also a of the 
fees allowed for valuing horses suffering from glanders. 
He did obtain a partial remedy, the County Council 
agreeing to allow ninepence a mile one way instead of 
sixpence. He thought he had managed to get in the 
thin end of the wedge. In complaining of the fees 
allowed for valuation of horses, he asked them if it was 
true that they meant they -_ allowed 7s. 6d. for valu- 
ing any number of horses affected with glanders, and 
the Clerk said his construction was correct, that that 
was the fee for valuing any number of horses affected 
with glanders. He got that reply from the Clerk on 
May 16th, 1911, and he (Mr. Crowhurst) had striven 
ever since to bring the matter to a head. He met 
Mr. Toope and talked the matter over with him, and he 
believed that that Association had arisen out of it. The 
letter he received was dated from the Sessions House, 
Maidstone, and was to this effect: “ With reference to 
your request for re-consideration of the fees allowed to 
veterinary surgeons for valuing horses affected with 

landers, I am directed to inform you that the fees were 
fixed after careful consideration, and as far as the 
Council are aware they give general satisfaction.” He 
could not believe that. The letter continued “If 
officers are not satisfied I should suggest that those who 
are not satisfied should send a joint deputation on what 
particular scale they are unsatisfied, stating what allow- 
ance should be substituted for those in force, and the 
question will receive further consideration from the 
Committee that deals with these matters. W. B. 
Prosser, Clerk, County Council.” 

He (Mr. Crowhurst) believed they had simply to put 
that matter before the County Council, pointing out 
what they thought a right and just remuneration for 
their services. and he had not a doubt but that they 
would be allowed. 

For each ordinary visit to inspect animals suffering 
with mange they were allowed 5/-, and if the distance 
they had to go was under two miles they got no mileage. 
He considered that to be unreasonable. That was 
brought before the Society’s committee, and they sug- 
gested the fee should be 10/6 for inspecting three horses 
suffering from mange, and £1 1s, for inspecting over 
three horses. The Committee discussed the question of 
for an hour, wanted give 

elr Opinion upon sugges as to w. 

For attendance rendered necessary upon the report of 
an inspector a sum not exceeding a guinea was allow 
but he was not one of those who had received any 
those guineas. (Laughter.) 

For attendance at markets they were allowed half-a- 
crown an hour, but he hoped there was not a gentleman 

t who was satisfied with half-a-crown an hour. 

t was not a professional fee by any means. The Com- 
mittee suggested the fee should be from £1 1s. to £2 2s. 
When he examined between 500 and 600 head of cattle 
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he did it at half-a-crown an hour, which was too absurd. 
It was for them to oe gy their own services. 

Mr. Martin (Rochester) said the County Council 
valued veterinary surgeons at the figure the latter valued 
themselves. 

The Presipent said he believed that was so. For 
glanders or Farcy the Committee considered the fee for 
testing any number of horses up to eight should be 
£3 3s., and for each horse above eight one shilling. 

For attendance to value a horse or horses the fee was 
7/6, and they might have to value ten or twenty horses 
for that. Whatever number there was they could only 
claim 7/6. The Committee suggested the fee should be 
10/6 for each horse. It would not be likely they would 
have any great number of horses to value, and 10/6 
would certainly be an honest fee for each horse. 

For sheep scab the fee was 5/- and 2/- for every addi- 
tional ten or thereof, provided the remuneration 
did not ex £1 Is. in addition to train allowance. 
It often took some time to find the acari, and the 
Committee’suggested the fee shonld be not less than 
£1 1s. Then again they were often sent to a flock of 
sheep when it was thought to be recovered, and they had 
to make a more careful examination, and unless eve 
sheep was carefully examined they could not be at all 
sure it was free from scab. In that case they should be 
paid for the great responsibility they had to take. For 

t-mortem examination in cases of glanders they were 
allowed half-a-guinea. When they considered the great 
risk they ran in attending those post-mortem examina- 
tions of glandered horses, was such a fee right and 
reasonable? He was always very careful in those 
because he was so sorry to see men run the risk o 
losing their lives. He was told he was ae and too 
anxious. He did not mind that, however. e would 
ask them as veterinary surgeons and areas engaged 
in that duty to consider the risk and also the responsi- 
bility—for, as they know, if they made a mistake there 
were plenty of their own profession ready to find fault 
with them—whether they were ee in asking 
for a guinea for post-mortems inst of half-a-guinea. 
It was considered in case of disinfectants they should 
be allowed ashilling. That was only for disinfecting 
their own hands. He was asked what the charge was 
for and he said he had some respect for himself and 
did not want to take the disease away with him. 

For every ticket given at the order of a local 
authority they got 1/- in cases of mange, so for three 
certificates they got 3/-. 

For travelling by railway they were allowed second- 

fare, and for cab hire from a station a mile one 
way 1/6, and for travelling other ways a mile one way 
ninepence. When at Maidstone he told the County 
Council Committee they allowed him second class fare, 
but that when he got in a cab they allowed him to pay 
the usual fare of 1/6 per mile, and that when he got to 
his own ae he came down to the threepenny rule. 
He told them he could not afford to travel so cheap. 
They said there was something in it, and they allowed 
him ninepence instead of sixpence. The Committee 
thought = vere justified in asking a shilling a mile 
one way. ose of them who used their own motor cars 
ge threepence, so that it would be seen the aay 
uncil treated veterinary surgeons ba A badly indeed, 
and did not allow them anything like what they 
allowed the common cabman. 

He thought the Committee had tried to put the 
matter on a fair basis without wanting to be extrava- 
gant. They were simply asking for justice. 

Mr. Martin said he should call that a strike among 
veterinary surgeons. The speaker referred to the great 
responsibility resting upon them in cases of sheep scab. 
A farmer wanted to move his sheep from one field to 
another perhaps, and they were sent by the County 


Council to examine the sheep. They 


sheep scab they were moved from market to market 
and the inspectors were responsible. Was it not ridicu- 
lous to take that responsibility for 5/-? If they were 
willing to take such a responsibility for 5/- he thought 
they were “mugs.” In cases of p hein or for post- 
mortems the fee allowed was 10/6. For 10/6 they had 
to decide whether it was a case of glanders or not, and 
it did not matter how many cases there were in a stable 
they 10/6. Were they going to submit to 
that ? e County Council valued their services just 
as — liked, but if they were loyal to themselves the 
could demand more , as the coal strikers had done, an 
he was sure they would get what they asked for. 

The Secretary said in addition to the members 
present he had received several letters from members 
who were also inspectors. One was from Mr. Austen, 
Pembury, who was fully in accord with anything that 
meeting did. He stated that he had tried in the past 
to bring about some action among veterinary inspectors, 
and he hoped the meeting would have a little more 
success than he had had, as he could not get them united 
in the matter. He hoped the Society’s efforts to raise 
the fees allowed inspectors might be successful for “from 
my past experience I have more faith in dynamite or an 

quake ; however, if the inspectors be unanimous 
and firm in their demands, a committee man told me 
recently we should get what we ask for, and that com- 
mittee man was a member of the Animals Committee.” 

When he (the Secretary) was in Yorkshire the fees 
allowed there were even worse than those in Kent. 
They were simply scandalous, and aa | decided to call 
the veterinary surgeons together. About ninety al 
cent. of them attended, and they drew up a scale of fees 
which particularly suited them. Personally knowin 
the Chairman of the Contagious Diseases Committee o 
the West Riding, he suggested the only way to enforce 
their right was to threaten the resignation of every 
inspector. They did that, and the document tending 
their resignations was duly signed. He (Mr. Toope) 
with a deputation attended a meeting of the Contagious 
Diseases Committee, and they hae a great deal of dis- 
cussion, and they were treated in the most bare-faced 
manner. The Chairman of the Committee neglected 
the other members of the deputation and attacked him 
(Mr. Toope), knowing him as an agitator. He had an 
unhappy time, and the deputation was ordered to retire 
Before retiring he said he had a to hand the 
Chairman, and as he was going out he handed in the 
resignations. The Chairman read it, and in a very 
courteous manner said he hoped the deputation would 
come back in half an hour’s time. The deputation had 
decided the matter for the Committee, for they got all 
they asked for and more. 

Mr. Drxson said he was sure, while no one wished to 
curtail or stifle discussion on that important question— 
the Committee had considered it very carefully, and 
they had heard the fees paid in the past and also the 
suggested fees they should charge in the future—he 
thought it would save time if they at once formulated 
some scale—a definite scale, and that it be put into 
form. He understood a committee would meet the 
Kent County Council and he agreed that that ought to 
be done. He would propose that their President, with 
the meeting’s assistance, formulate the fees that they 
considered a fair and equitable charge in each case 
(This was agreed to.) 

The PRESIDENT said it appeared in the past that 
different charges had been made. What they wanted 
was a uniform charge—a definite charge. 

Mr. Drxson proposed that the fee be £1 1s. for 
attending each case of mange and an allowance for 


to make sure, ! 


This suggestion the meeting accepted. 
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The Present said he was getting old, but he was 
anxious to help the younger members of the profession. 
For a man to have to go to an auction market and 
stand there examining cattle at 2/6 an hour was too 
absurd. He wanted to get the feeling of the meeting 
on that. The Committee recommended that the fee 
should be from £1 1s. to £22s. They did not want 
to ask for anything but what was right and reasonable. 

Mr. HogBENn (Ash), who is the veterinary inspector 
at Sandwich Cattle Market, said he usually got to the 
market at a quarter t seven and remained there 
till half-past eleven, his fee amounting to about 15/- 
asarule. He had to make out the certificates for 
pigs as much as possible beforehand, and then fill in 
the names at the market. At the last market there 
were 670 pigs and he wrote out nearly a hundred cer- 
tificates. at was besides bullocks and sheep in the 
market. There were 55 bullocks in one auctioneer’s 
sale and 50 in another. He had nearly 200 bullocks to 
inspect, and he should think about 700 to 800 sheep. 
He ay extra for the writing he had to do at 
home. He thought the work he did was worth a guinea. 
If one had a hundred loads of pigs to inspect it stood to 
reason that a lot of time was taken > He wrote to Mr. 
Prosser on the matter, but he replied that nothin 
more could be allowed except the ordinary scale. Sand- 
wich was one of jthe markets where certificates had 
to be made out. 

_Mr. Martin asked Mr. Hogben whether he con- 
sidered the work he did was worth £1 10s. for 


the day. 

Mr. said the day before he had nearly four 
hundred head at a sale at Sandwich, and he charged 
four hours for that. 

_ The PRESIDENT said he thought they vey to con- 
sider the number of stock inspected. For himself he 
would be satisfied with a guinea at a local stock sale, 
but at Canterbury, Faversham, and Sandwich Markets 
he considered the work was honestly worth £2 2s. 

Mr. GuLuirorp (Hythe) said he had to attend at 
Newingreen where there were sometimes 9000 or 10,000 
sheep. He left his home at 7.30 and did not get back 
till 3.30, and he thought that was worth more than a 
guinea. Some sales he attended in the off season there 
were perhaps only twenty bullocks. The fee came to 
15/-. For such sales he got 2/6 an hour, but the fee 
must not exceed £1 Is. 

Mr. Roserts said he considered an inspector should 
be paid a guinea and not be paid by the hour, such 
method being unprofessional. 

The PresipENT said the larger markets were worth 
£2 2s., but he thought £1 1s. would be fair for the 
smaller ones. 

Mr. Hupanp proposed that the fees be £1 1s. for 
ordinary markets, and £2 2s. where the numbers were 
considerable. 

Mr. Eve seconded. 

It was suggested that 400 beasts and 1000 sheep 
should constitute a large market for which the fee 
should be £2 2s. and for anything under those numbers 
the fee should be £1 1s. 

Mr. Hrpparp (Chatham) said if 399 beasts and 999 
sheep constituted a small market one more of each 
did not constitute a large market. He thought it 
would be better to fix the fee at £2 2s. for a market 
that took over four hours, and anything under four 
hours’ work £1 Is. if that satisfied the meeting, but 
perenelty it would not satisfy him as he considered 

is time was worth more than 5/- an hour. 

Mr. Drxson proposed that £2 2s. be the fee for all 
markets. 

Mr. G. W. DunkKIN seconded, Mr. Roberts supported, 
and this was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT said the Committee thought the fee 
for attending cases of glanders and farcy and for post- 


mortems should be £1 a while for the valuation of 
horses affected with glanders they suggested a fee of 
10/6 for each horse. 

r. Drxson (Margate) said he thought a fee of 7/6 
hitherto allowed for any number of horses was ridicu- 
lous. He considered 10/6 for each horse was a fair 
charge. In an outbreak at Margate when there were 
five cases of glanders and the horses had to be destroyed 
he charged 10/6 for each of the five horses he had to 
value, and he also charged 10/6 for the post-mortem 
examinations and his Council allowed it. 

The PRESIDENT said boroughs fixed their own fees, 
but they as veterinary surgeons wanted the same fees 
for boroughs and under the County Council without 
any distinction whatever. It was generally accepted 
that the fee of £3 3s. for mallein testing was fair and 
reasonable. Then they came to the fee for the valuation 
of horses. They were dissatisfied with and they 
contended that the fee should be 10/6. e post- 
mortem examinations were dangerous, and those who 
carried them out risked their lives, and he thought 
they should charge a guinea for them. A fee of 10/6 
for examining each horse was only fair and reasonable. 

Mr. Dixson seconded, and the fees suggested were 


agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT said the Committee considered a fee 
of a guinea should be allowed for examining a flock of 
sheep supposed to be suffering with scab, and if the 
were b aaONe they thought the guinea was still w 
earned. 

Mr. Eve said it was too little. 

Mr. Huspanp said he thought if there were 250 
sheep or under the fee should be £1 1s., but exceeding 
that and up to 500 the should be £2 2s., and another 
£1 1s. for every 200 in advance of that. 

The PRrEsipENT said if they examined 250 he thought 
they were entitled to a guinea for any number up to 
that, while for any number above 250 he considered they 
should have £2 2s. The rub came not in detecting the 
disease but in eradicating the disease. If he found one 
affected with scab then he should be satisfied with a 

uinea for a flock of up to 250 and with £2 2s. for a 
flock above that number. They had to bring their 
own microscopes, etc., and they were asked to accept 
a very great responsibility. 

Mr. Roperts said they required not only to say out 
of 250 sheep that one was affected, but they had to in- 
dicate when making their reports that so many in the 
flock were affected say, for instance, 27. They had to 
find one definitely for diagnosis. e point was, after 
having diagnosed the disease, to be quite sure that they 
were clean before they let them at liberty again. Re- 
ferring to the question of dipping, the speaker said he 
did not think the Board of Agriculture prescribed for 
sheep to be dipped often enough. He thought they 
should be dipped oftener than they were. 

Mr. Eve seconded the proposition that the fees be 
£1 1s. for a flock up to 250, and £2 2s. for a flock 
above that number.—This suggestion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT said for every post-mortem examina- 
tion the fee allowed was 10/6, but the Committee con- 
sidered it should be £1 1s. e County Council did 
not allow anything for microscopical examinations if 
they were sent to a case of sup anthrax and took 
blood from the ear, but they could only charge 10/6 
for the post-mortem. 

Mr. HocBen said he generally char 
£1 1s. for cases of suspected anthrax, and when he 
had to make a special report he charged £1 1s. 

Mr. Roperts said he for microscopical exa- 
minations they should be allowed a fee. ey were 
there to arrange things for themselves with the County 
Council. He knew the latter body would not allow a 
fee for a microscopical examination if charred alone, 
They ought to have it very definite that the fee for 
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microscopical examinations should be 10/6 ; for in- 
spection of stock suspected of anthrax, or where others 
had been in contact the fee should be 10/6 ; and for a 
post mortem examination the fee should be £1 ls. __ 

Mr. Hupanp seconded Mr. Roberts’ proposal, which 
was carried. 

The meeting agreed that they ought to be allowed 
mileage at the rate of one shilling one way. Every mile 
to be charged and the first two not exempted. ; 

The PREsIDENT said they must a a committee 
to lay the matter of the fees before the County Council 
at Maidstone. They wanted to elect men best fitted 
for the office, men who would carry weight with the 
members of the County Council. 

The meeting decided that the President, Mr. Roberts, 
Mr. Martin, Mr. Dixson, and the Secretary should form 
the deputation to attend before the County Council. 


AFFILIATION WITH THE N.V.A. 


Mr. Roperts (Tunbridge Wells) proposed that the 
Society he affiliated with the National Veterinary 
Society. He said he knew that nothing but good could 
come out of it, as poem of them ought to be engaged 
in the t national movement. ‘ 

The Goonerany read a letter from Mr. Martin on the 
absolute necessity of the affiliation of the Society with 
the National Assoc. Mr. Martin wrote‘in his letter :— 

“T note in your Agenda item ‘3, the advisability of 
affiliation with the National Society.’” I have belonged 
to that body for many years ; it is onl by organising 
ourselves into a strong golid body, wit e object of 
concentrating our whole force to bring to bear on 
Parliament its irresistible claims for financial support 
to our poverty-stricken profession. Asa deputation of 
our members have already waited on the President of 
the Board of Agriculture this requires following up 
with the indomitable persistive courage of the Suffra- 
gists. The Government have wasted large sums over 
appointments in the Insurance Bill, £40,000, the first 
quarter, and the land scheme shows they could well afford 
to subsidise to our poor College as a useful institution 
in the country. I hope you will get the Kentish 
veterinarians to rally round you. I found some apathetic 
in the past.” 

The Secretary said the cost to be affiliated to the 
Natio~al Assoc. would be 1/0 per head for each of their 
members. They were entitled to one representative 
besides the Secretary for every twenty-five members. 
They had thirty to thirty-four members at the present 
time. Several not having definitely decided as yet. 

The PresmpenT and the SECRETARY were appointed 
to represent the Society on the National Association. 

The SecrETARY reported that the Society was asked 
to enter the National Congress to be held in 1914 and 
they were also asked to subscribe. He would ask 
Mr Roberts, who took great interest in the matter, to 
xplain. 

? r. MARTIN said when they got funds they would 
subscribe. 

Mr. Roserts said he thought it a most worthy thing 
as it would give a fillip to their profession in this 
country such as it had never had before. To show the 
enormous importance that it would be to the veterinary 
profession he had only to point ont that the Congress 
was recognised by the Board of Agriculture and by the 
Home Office, and it was clear they would get some 
assistance from them.’ They wanted to raise some 
£5,000, which was the sum Sir John M‘Fadyean, who 
was working very hard, hoped to get for entertaining the 
Congress in London in 1914. He ue Roberts) hoped 
they wonld all keep it seriously before them, and do all 
they could to help the Congress. _ 

r. MARTIN addressed the meeting. In the course of 


good meeting that day. He quite anticipated that they 
would have a small meeting. He had experience in the 
formation of those societies, for he fo the Southern 
Counties nage | over thirty years ago. He was pleased 
to see more enthusiasm, more interest in the veterinary 
profession. He thought they would find some difficulty 
in a small county in finding members to write scientific 
papers. He no such difficulty in his time, for there 
were many scientific men ready to write papers for him. 
But what they wanted to do now was to show their 
worth in the eye of the public—to show their ability, 
and to prove that they were useful in protecting them 
from eating unwholesome meat and drinking unwhole- 
some milk, and by that means they would elevate them- 
selves in the eye of the public. Young men were now 
educated and well up in bacteriology, and they could 
discover the bacilli in different diseases. The older 
members must continue to study and to keep abreast of 
the times in science, or else they would find the young 
men fresh from College and well-educated supplanting 
the older men by securing the appointments by / amen 
tions and others. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
James Crownurst, ¥.R.C.v.8., Canterbury. 


Gentlemen,—You having done me the honour of 
electing me your first President, I beg to thank you 
most cordially, and must say I am most anxious to do 
all I can in the interests of this Association during my 
year of office. I trust we may not forget our mot 
‘Vis unita fortior,” which, if put into practice, wil 
carry us on to a successful issue. May we each uphold 
the honour and dignity of our profession, and endea- 
vour to advance science and to practise our calling 
scientifically. 

In comparing the opportunities afforded by other 
countries with that of our own, we may justly be very 
dissatisfied with the neglect shown by the Government 
to our profession. It is truly astonishing, considering 
the stupendous value of the live stock in this country, 
that no assistance has ever been offered to the Veterinary 
profession by a grant in aid for research and investiga- 
tion. Enormous sums have been spent in stamping out 
disease, and a false step has been taken at great expense 
by creating a staff of laymen to supplant the Veterinary 
Surgeon, and the consequent want of success is patent 
to the local practitioners. If the way sums of money 
spent in the futile attempt to stamp out Swine Fever 
could be shown in a total it would astonish the country. 
> end of it is not yet. 

at veterinary surgeons were ca and practi 

in doing this work is proved by Be yn in riddi 
the country of Cattle Plague, Pleuro-pneumonia, an 
Foot and Mouth Disease, and had the n listened to 
and trusted, millions of money, and what is of more im- 
portance, many valuable herds of cattle would have been 
saved by promptly slaughtering when Cattle Plague was 
first discovered in this country. I well remember it was 
in August, 1865, I reported to Government the first out- 
break that occurred in the County of Kent, but it was 
a fortnight later before the late Professor Brown was 
sent here ; there was then only one cow alive out of 16. 
A meeting was called in Canterbury at once, I implored 
them to slauzhter and stamp out the disease imme- 
diately. I was only laughed at, and told to cure them ; 
the disease was allowed to spread all over the count: 
before any steps were taken by the Government, an 
that the famous herds of shorthorns that had taken 
generations to create were swept out of existence before 
any effective measures were adopted, is a matter of 
history. The same dilatory methods were adopted in 
the case of Pleuro-pneumonia and Foot-and-Mouth 


his remarks stated that he was delighted to see such a 


Disease ; and lastly, Swine Fever. 
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It will be remembered, too, how hard Mr. Hunting 
worked before he could get any tical measures 
— to prevent the aaael of Glanders, and to stamp 
it ou 
I have looked with astonishment to see Tubercu- 

losis spread over our herds, and at the great loss of 
human life as a sequel, and yet no practical measures 
taken to prevent its —- Here again a great 
mistake has been made by putting the Surgeon over the 
Veterinary Surgeon, and placing the cart in front of the 
a building sanatoria, etc., and neglecting all 
practical measures to prevent the further spread of this 
disease. The human surgeon is worse than useless in 
a cowshed amongst its inmates. As an instance—only 
the other day I was asked to visit a sup case of 
Anthrax. The superintendent of Police informed me 
that two men were supposed to be affected with Anthrax 
which was supposed to have been got from the cows. I 
found over thirty cows were affected with Cow Pox, and 
that the two men had taken this disease whilst milk- 
ing. The men were — relieved from my report. 
Even the justly celebrated Dr. Koch could be deceived, 
and all honour is due to Sir John M‘Fadyean for his 
courage in disputing the conclusion that the bacillus of 
Tubercle was not the same in cattle as in man. It isa 
serious loss to humanity that the medica] men are not 
more generous to the Veterinary surgeon. I remember 
the time when they were not on the high pedestal they 
sit on now, and their practice of bleeding their patients 
every spring and autumn is within my time. 

_» Veterinary surgeons have no cause to be discouraged, 
but they must combine and demand their right to be 
the better fitted men as Inspectors of Dairies, Cowsheds, 

very much regret that Veterinary practitioners are 
by no means tiny treated by the Board of Agriculture 
or by nme Colleges. These are doing all they 
can pro 

aid lectures and leaflets, to the direct injury to the local 

Veterinary practitioner. The V.S. is left to fight for 

his position and earn a meagre living. There are no 

grants in aid, no hospitals formed for them, no beds 
endowed, no bequests, no pensions on retirement after 

50 years’ service as Inspectors, and no retaining fees ; 

generally being only paid when at work, and certainly 

not overpaid then. I am unaware that any leaders in 

our profession have ever taken any practical measures 

to render any assistance in obtaining more reasonable 

fees for Inspectors throughout the country. This ought 

be done. “Vis unida fortior.” The human surgeon 

has — how this is possible. Where are our 
ers 

T wish to call attention of our members to the scale 
of fees allowed by Insurance Companies. They should 
either be improved or refused altogether. 

A fee of 3/6 is offered to drive a distance of five miles, 
examine a horse and report thereon. I have written 
across such a request, “I consider this an insult to the 
Veterinary profession,” and returned it. A case came 
to my notice the other day where an unqualified person 
was sent to examine for a company, and after an acci- 
dent the same unqualified man was called by the owner ; 
and after death the company refused to pay, as their 
conditions were that a qualified Veterinary surgeon 


must be em Personally I have never accepted 
an agency any company, and think such un- 
desirable. 


The inspectors for the R.S.P.C.A. are now giving evi- 
dence before magistrates and experts, and their por, ho 
is generally accepted, some of them stating on oath they 
have passed aoe some three, stiff examinations. The 
inference from this is obvious. Giving evidence at the 
Court at Margate a short time since, the inspector 
and a veterinary surgeon swore the horse 
sidebones and ringbones, and the foot greatly misshapen. 


essedly to assist the Agriculturist by the first 


had | Young, F.R.C.v.S., 


The horse when a foal was trod on by the mare, the 
foot was not greatly misshapen, nor it either ring- 
bone or sidebone. I wrote to the Society requesting 
them to send some disinterested expert to examine the 
horse, but they declined. I have the support of a 
very reputable and honourable veterinary surgeon to 
substantiate my opinion in this case. It is most 
damaging to the profession when there is such direct 
cross-swearing on matters of fact, and some investiga- 
tion ought to be made in the interests of the profession. 
I admit there always will be differences of opinion in 


our profession, as in others, but a line should be drawn 
somewhere. 
The Board of Agriculture are now ying to farmers’ 


clubs for information as to the prevalence of Johne’s 
disease. I should have thought they would have asked 
the veterinary inspectors throughout the country rather 
than agriculturists. Their application has been sent to 
me by the Canterbury Farmers Club. I also call 
attention to another communication from the Board, on 
bovine tuberculosis, asking for information from Agri- 
culturists who have been making their own private 
investigations. I certainly think in Germany and 
France such information would have been songht from 
the veterinary profession. 

In the interest of the profession I welcome the new 
rule that unqualified assistants should not be employed, 
and I think a similar rule should be applied to quacks 
covered by their own sons. A new system of quackery 
also should receive our attention—the purchasing and 
using new remedies supplied by certain druggists, the 
ingredients not disclosed, testimoni ing 
freely given by members of the profession for them. 
Surely this must be damaging tothe profession. If you 
compare the drug list of to-day with one of 20 or 30 
years back, I think it will be very instructive. You 
will there see that recent remedies are offered to stud 
grooms and agriculturists who are plainly told that the 
very same remedies are sold to veterinary surgeons. 
Preparations of arsenic, ammonia, blisters, liniments, 
etc., etc., are better prepared by the practitioner him- 
self. He knows exactly the gre and can vary as 
he chooses. Our instrument makers, too, not content 
to supply members of the profession only, sell direct to 
the stud groom and farmer—with instructions as to use. 
This has been largely brought about by village lectures 
given by veterinary —- from agricultural colleges. 
Professedly they are helping the struggling professional 
brethren by teaching first aid, but they do not confine 
themselves to that, teaching, as a client of mine told 
me, very much more. However, I am thankful to-sa 
matters have improved in some respects lately, a litt 
esprit de corps being shown, but there is certainly still 
room for more. 

Great changes have occurred in the teaching of our 
profession, and I should be glad to see the apprentice- 
ship reinstated. A student found by temperament to 
be unfitted for the profession could drop out before any 
great expense is incurred, and I am convinced more 
practical men would result from that system. 


It was decided to hold the next meeting of the 
Society at Tunbridge Wells in September. 

The members of the Society, who were joined by Sir 
George Collard, were entertained to tea by the President 


and Mrs. Crowhurst. 
Tueo. C. Toorz, Hon. Sec. 


Tue Diseases or Acts, 1894 To 1911.— 
The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries have appointed 
Leonard Frank Eady, M.R.c,v.s., and William Jackson 

to be assistant inspectors 
(non-established), for the purposes of these Acts. 
> 


\ 
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CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 


A om meeting was held on Thursday, May 2nd, 
at 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., the chair being 
occupied by the President, Mr. R. J. Foreman. The 
ae fellows signed the attendance book : Messrs. 
W. S. Mulvey, P. W. Dayer-Smith, J. W. McIntosh, 
Prof. H. A. Woodruff, W. L. Harrison, Sydney H. 
Slocock, Sidney Villar, Prof. G. H. Wooldri A. 
Rogerson, Prof. J. 4 E. Lionel Stroud. J. 
Willett, James Ro . W. Willett, W. Perryman, 
D. Stewart, R. F. Wall, R. Bryden, H. Simpso enry 
Gray, G. Gordon, J. F. Macdonald, F. O. L Walpole, 
G. W. Lucking, a coon Wm. Hunting, H. 
King, G. Sutton, H. D. Jones, W. Roger Clarke, T. 8. 
Price, W. Willis, A. L. Wilson, and Hugh A. Mac- 
Cormack, Hon. Sec.; and four visitors. 

On the motion of Mr. Smith, seconded by Mr. Me- 
—_ the minutes of the previous meeting were taken 
as 


SPECIMENS. 


Mr. Luckinc showed the second and third cervical 
vertebra of a pony. He could not say whether the 
trouble had been the result of a fracture or a tubercu- 
lous growth ; there had been a lot of swelling, which 
came ue moateniy, as in the case of « fracture. The 
animal lived about six months after the first appear- 
ance of the mischief. In reply to the President, Mr. 
Lucking said that there were no signs of paralysis, 
but the animal could not move its neck much. 

Mr. Luckie also submitted a double fracture of a 
sesamoid from a hunter. In the case of the first frac- 
ture the bone got sound again, but the year following 
there occurred another fracture of the same bone. In 
reply to an enquiry, Mr. Lucking could not account 
for the fracture ; it was in the foreleg of the animal. 

Mr. RoGERSON narrated, in this connection, an instance 
of a horse employed in working a capstan. The rope 
attached to the capstan, which was revolving, became 
twisted ; there was a chain and a hook at the end, 
which were not attached to anything. These swung 
round, hitting the horse behind the fetlock, with result- 
ing fracture of the sesamoid bones. It was very unusual 
for the sesamoid to get fractured without some violent 
blow from outside, and the specimens were therefore 
unique. 

r. MuLvey said that he had two cases of fracture of 
sesamoid bones during the last hunting season, both 
due to blow resulting from overreach. 

Mr. replying to an enquiry’from the Presi- 
dent, said that in the case of the hunter, the latter had 
been treated for the first fracture, and was ill for about 
six months. 

The PresipENT considered that in the case of the 
sesamoid bones of the pony, it was not a fracture but 
a tuberculous growth. 

Mr. Macpona.p exhibited a morbid specimen belong- 
ing to a horse—a vanner—which had been at work about 
five years in London, and had not lost a day’s work. 
One morning this animal, which had eaten his break- 
fast; and was just being walked from the stable to the 
van, suddenly staggered and dropped ; he got up again, 
but died in about a quarter of an hour. e post- 
mortem showed chronic abscess in the wall of the ven- 
tricle ; there was a little pus in the centre. The animal 

never seemed t6 suffer from the a was 
always a good worker, never flincing. Yet there had 
been this lesion in the heart for some considerable 
time. 
To or NaTIONAL AssociaTION. 

The Prestpent read the communication from the 

National Association setting forth the conditions of 


election, and he further read the rule (No. 36) governing ! rance. 


the 


procedure of the National Association in this con- 
nection. 


It being determined that six members of the 
Central Veterinary Society should be chosen, the 
names of the following gentlemen were put to the meet- 
ing, and their election carried :—Messrs. R. J. Forman, 
Prof. Macqueen, H. Gray, A. L. Butters, S. H. Slocock, 
and J. Willett. 


A War Orrice ReeuLation. 

Mr. WaLL desired to bring before the mneting the 
fact that the War Office were asking members of the 
profession to put down their names in connection with 
the purchase of horses in the event of mobilisation. 
Retired officers and civilians were to be employed to 
purchase and inspect animal—the rate of pay offered by 
the order was, £3 a day and expenses, while the veter- 
Say suns was to receive £1 a day, and £2 a day if 
he pi his premises and employees at the disposal 
of the Government. The speaker considered the 
difference in the pay implied an insult to the professional 
men, and hoped something might be done to point out 
to the War Office the injustice of this proposal. At 
least they should put the inspecting officer and the 
veterinary officer on an equal footing, and acknowledg- 
ing this in the rate of pay. i ; 

r. Wall did not know whether the pongeaice was 
intentional on the part of the authorities, but thought 
something should be done. : 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE supported Mr. Wall. Doubtless in 
the event of war and mobilisation members of his pro- 
fession would do their best to assist at the various 
barracks, but in times of such discrimination was 
unfair, aud it was not desirable that the terms should 
be suspended in black and white to the disadvantage 
of the profession. It would have been better to have 
aveldel the the mention of any fee. 

Mr. Vituar considered that the matter could be 
better discussed, if the printed document were before 
the meeting. 

After some further discussion, it wss by Mr. 
Willett, and seconded by Mr. Gray, that the Secretary 
be asked to communicate with the War Office and re- 
quest a copy of the Order. 


DEPUTATION TO THE SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF 
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 


The PrEsIpENT read the communications that had 


Gentle +A deputation consisti of Messrs. 
Hunting, Willet Melntosh, and myself were received 
by the General Purposes Committee of the R.S.P.C.A., 


on April 13th last re a number of objections, a copy 
— we had sent in advance. I addressed them as 
ollows : 


As President of the Central Veterinary Society I beg 
to thank you for receiving this deputation, and to ex- 
press a hope that our meeting to-day will clear up 
some misunderstaudings. 

No one more highly values the work done by the 
Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Ani- 
at than the veterinary practitioner, and if we do not 
always see quite eye to eye it is because we veterinarians 
have a duty to our clients, as well as to the claims of 
humanity. 

Many of us are directly 
of studs of working horses, an 
to shirk our responsibility we feel very keenly that there 
are cases in which justice is not done to the horseowner, 
or to the Veterinary attendant. ‘ 

When you wrote to our Secretary asking for an out- 
line of the points we desired to discuss, we sent a list 
of six ; and to these I will now direct attention. 

No.1. ‘The majority of drivers are respectable, but 


nsible for the condition 
F whilst we have no desire 


not intelligent men, and are liable to err from igno- 


hey 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
passed : 
| | 
| 
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the owner or horsekeeper has satisfied himself that they 
are fit for work. 

Sores may be produced without their cognisance, and 

eness may arise from many causes—some painful, 
but many of such a nature as to not amount to cruelty. 

We suggest that instead of subjecting the man to the 
indignity of arrest and detention, pi ings might 
more often be taken by summons, and the horse sent 
to his stable. 

No.2. The late Mr. Justice Hawkins many years 
ago expressed his as vk of officers acting as Pro- 
secutor, Witness, and Advocate. It seems quite obvious 
that this must lead to over zeal and exaggeration. It 
affords the prosecution a great advantage, as the trained 
officer is usually dealing with an ignorant defendant. 

No. 3. _ Evidence as to the nature of lameness may 
safely be given by an untrained person, when the inten- 
sity of lameness is well marked ; or when some obvious 
cause is visible. But in the majority of cases a correct 
diagnosis can only be made by an expert. - 
our officers are very much inclined to undervalue the 
difficulty of diagnosing lameness, and to give positive 
evidence when an expert would hesitate. They seldom 
fail to find “heat and tenderness” in a lame case. The 
do not invent the symptoms but they mistake fidgeti- 
ness for tenderness and detect heat by retaining their 
hand on the lame leg longer than on the sound one 
Some even find heat in a limb without comparing the 
state of the other leg. Another term frequently used 
and often misleading is—“ Very Sensitive,” as applied to 
horses with sore shoulders or withers. There are many 
horses that having once had an injury never forget it, 
and steay resent having the parts touched ; and there 
are highly nervous animals that seem to show pain 
when touched, that have no trace of any painful spot 
about them. 

These terms are misleading, and have often convicted 
an Innocent man. 

No.4. That witnesses exaggerate when they desire 
to win a case is beyond dispute—it is recognised in 
every kind of case, but in none is it so easy to do as in 
dealing with symptoms shown by living animals. To 
bring forward _ cases of this is very difficult, we 
do not desire to have individual inspectors reprimanded ; 
and proof of ex ration would require, in most cases, 
great trouble an res 

No.5. | Most Veterinary practitioners can adduce 
instances of fear on the part of clients to complain of 
what they consider grievances. A horse is sent home 
for some trivial reason, and Veterinary advice is given 
to send it out again; but the owner replies, “I had 
better not. I shall only get into worse trouble.” In 
cases of unsuccessful prosecution, owners quote such 
remarks of inspectors as, “ You won’t get off next time” 
or “It won’t be long before I have you again.” 

When asked to send a complaint to the Society’s 
Jermyn St. offices, they decline, under the belief that 
they would only suffer again. 

o. 6. Intrusion on private premises without 
notice is clearly illegal. It seems only the barest justice, 
in a case of probable prosecution, that the examination 
of a horse should be conducted by agents of both 
parties—the Veterinary Surgeons both of Society, and 
of Owner. 

The una d visit is open to another objection— 
that the trained inspector questions and cross-questions 
stablemen and horsekeepers, and uses their statements 
in the witness box. And they do this with no warning 
that what is said may be used against him. 

We have put forward these points as being our ob- 
jections to the methods of the Royal Society for Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals, and the procedure of 
their Inspectors. We venture to think some alterations 
might be made which would lead to greater fairness to 


bamstgrepen ane to not less care and kindness to 
animals.” 

Their Chairman then answered each point seratim, 
almost as we anticipated :— 

1. That under the present system there was no 
chance of getting wrong addresses ; or of another animal 
being substituted. He added a point that was new to 
us, viz., that magistrates practically insisted upon a 
charge instead of a summons. , 

2. The Chairman explained that the Society could 
not incur the expense of having counsel for each case. 

3. That this was a matter of individualism, and they 
could not see how they were able to deal with it. 

4. roy Se same answer as to No. 3, with 
addition that they did not seem to think it mattered 
very much as it was now left for the magistrate to judge 
" "They rprised at this ob; and 

5. ey were very su at this objection, 
asked for cases to be reported to the Society. 

6. They did not see how this could be altered, as it 
would lead to ~~ waste of time, and could not see 
the necessity of notifying the owners V.S. at all. 
A lady present, on the committee, drew attention to 
the rule which provides for notification to the owner 
of a visit of inspection; but we gathered that this 
rule was more often honoured in the breach than the 
observance. 

Mr. 7 ay a in detail to a number of the 
answers of the Chairman, and Mr. Willett, Mr. MacIntosh 
and I added facts and arguments in support of our 

ition. 

The Chairman informed us that he was a istrate 
and gave an instance of Veterinary evidence which I am 
bound to admit seemed sufficient to shake a magistrate’s 
faith in Veterinary experts. 

He also appeared to think that the V.S. assumed too 
dogmatic a gag in relation to what was and what 
was not cruelty. 
~ On the whole we received the impression that the 
Committee thought that no case been made out 
against their methods of procedure, and that when a 
rare error was made it was fully accounted for by 
defective judgment on the part of individuals. 


Mr. Gray’s CoMMUNICATION re 
Tue VETERINARY COLLEGE. 


Mr. Huntine said that at the last meeting he had 
been unable to hear clearly the paper which had been 
read by Mr. Gray. Now that he had seen the printed 
copy, it ap that Mr. had been 
hurriedly thought out and hurriedly written. A number 
of points in it were of no importance ; others were ex- 
tremely controversial, and some he might describe as 
not very lucidly expressed. All would agree with the 
statement y ray to the effect that “the Royal 
Veterinary College should receive liberal financial aid 
from the State, so that it could be so equipped as to 
neing the teaching and the means of investigation up to 
the level of modern requirements.” Towards the Ten 
of the paper, however, Mr. Gray had put this question : 
“ Are we going to meekly allow the College to obtain 
this grant from the Government, and then to continue 
this competition, unfair now, because we when students 
supported the College to exist?” The two paragraphs 
were, the speaker said, mutually destructive, and re- 
quired no answer, unless from Mr. Gray, who might try 
to reconcile the contradiction. He had difficulty in 
understanding why Mr. Gray brought forward his pro- 
position. There was a time for everything, but the time 
when the College was financially pressed and was endea- 
vouring to get money from the Government was not the 
time at which to attack it; a little chivalry would have 
suggested letting the College alone till a more con- 
venient time. Mr. Gray had’ stated that “the sole 


\ 
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object of the Roya] Veteri College when founded 
was for veterinary education,” and the speaker would 
inquire if that were not still its object? Again, Mr.Gray 
said : “ But as time went on and the original subscribers 
dropped out a new type of subscribers replaced them, 
whose motive generally for becoming a subscriber was a 
commercial one.” It was well not to impute motives to 
anyone, but the speaker had as much right to assume 
that those who subscribed their two guineas did so from 
a benevolent motive as Mr. Gray had to say that the 
transaction was a commercial one ; he believed that out 
of possibly two hundred subscribers not one hundrad 
derived any personal benefit ; some might get more than 
their due, but the majority honestly subscribed their 
two guineas to a public institution. There were appa- 
rently only two specific objections made against the 
College by Mr. Gray ; one that they sold medicine at 
less than cost price. The speaker considered that if the 
charge were 1s. a bottle it was not often that the medi- 
cines would be sold at very much under cost. The 
other objection brought by Mr. Gray concerned the 
charge of 5s. a week for the keep of a big dog, such as 
a Great Dane, but the speaker would point out that not 
only the Great Dane but the Pomeranian was kept for 
that sum ; there was one set price, and that only to sub- 
scribers. He could not help regarding these two ob- 
jections as somewhat paltry. Mr. Gray-had suggested, 
as an alternative to the methods of the College, the 
“taking in animals only belonging to the poor and 

tting subscriptions from a sentimental public,” and 

e had compared the College to “Our Dumb Friends’ 
League” and “ The Animals Institute.” Whether these 
latter institutions sold medicines at cost price or not he 
could not say, but he did not imagine that they did the 
penne surgeons in their neighbourhood any good. 
nor could he think that dependence on a sentimental 
public would encourage scientific teaching. There 
was, of course, a F aagyoos charitable practice con- 
ducted at the College, and he felt that all would 
agree as to its necessity. It was not possible to teach 
students without subjects to show them, and without a 
“cheap” practice there would be fewer subjects than 
now. Moreover, with a cheap tice the students 
could “try their ’prentice hands,” and could conduct 
operations which would not be allowed by the owner, 
say, of a hundred-guinea hunter, who was paying. 

With regard to the pesanae 3 the end of the 
position, to the effect that the Reyal Veterinary College 
was “no longer a necessary institution to the country, 
as there were several other self ae yee ones that did 
not enter into competition with the practitioners,” the 
speaker would have thought that Mr. Gray must have 
regretted having written such a pa ph; had the 
speaker been the author of it in a mistaken moment he 
would have made a public apology at the earliest sqeer- 
tunity. The Royal College not ceased to a 
necessity in respect either to teaching or research work, 
which had been most brilliant, while the clinical work 
was of as high an order as that of any other college in 
the kingdom. The post-graduate course, too, was second 
to none in Europe. There was a strange want of pro- 
portion about Mr. Gray’s paper. Here was an institu- 
tion of old and prominent standing against which the 
objections raised were too small a charge for keep of 

and for medicine! During the American Civil 
War one of the biggest battles happened to be fought 
on and around a farm. The farmer worried the General 
and bullied the Department of War for compensation, 
and was told that he would get it in time, when the 
matter could be gone into. That did not satisfy the 
farmer, who look up the President, Abraham oe ys | 
and explained how his farm had been damaged, an 
insisted upon immediate compensation. President 
Lincoln told him that his action reminded him of an 


incident on board a Mississippi steam boat. A certain 


place on the river was highly dangerous 
snags, rocks, and currents. Steering the boat amet 
it was all the captain could do to get safely through. 
One day, in the middle of the Rapids, a little boy w 
had been playing about the deck ran up to him and said, 
“Hi! captain, stop her, turn her round ; I have lost my 
apple overboard.” Lincoln added, “ And I think, my 
man, P aan have lost your apple overboard.” The s er 
considered that Mr. Gray’s case was fairly descri as 
one in which he had “ lost his apple overboard.” 

Mr. WILLETT said that Mr. Hunting with his well- 
known skill had evaded the real point of Mr. Gray’s 
paper in an admirable manner, that } egy, being, the 
speaker assumed, the competition of College with 
its former students in London. Mr. Willett doubted 
if there were many veterinary surgeons in London who 
had not, at one time or another, felt that competition. 
It was not necessary to g° often to the cheap practice at 
the College to see people sitting there who were well- 
dressed and owned a class of dog which made it reason- 
able to think that they were well able to afford a 
veterinary surgeon outside. It was difficult to avoid 
this state of things and for the Professors to discriminate 
between one and the other. He would suggest as an 
alternative that no one should be admitted to the cheap 
practice without a letter from some responsible person— 
veterinary ee or layman—saying that they were 
unable to afford proper treatment outside, In regard to 
shoeing ho a minor matter, the speaker knew of 
several cases in which horses had been sent to the 
College to be shod, which had previously been done by 
private practitioners, who were told that if they would 
shoe as a they could have them back, but there 
was a natu isinclination, say, to come down from 6s. 
to 5s. a set. With regard to: horses, doubtless many 
people subscribed, just for the commercial saving in 
examination and treatment. He knew of an owner of 
eight horses who always sent a poor man to the College 
with bis horses to the cheap practice, and the horses 
had been fired and treated for a small fee. How was 
the professor at the College to know that the owner had 
more than one horse? For the foregoing reasons he 
made his s tion about a letter from a responsible 
person. At the same time he did not wish it to be 
understood that he was not in sympathy with the 
College in its application for a grant. 

Mr. McInTosH, with every admiration for the teaching 
of the College, hoped nothing said at that meeting 
would diminish the chances of a grant from the Govern- 
ment. But certain methods adopted by the College he 
strongly resented. He would cite instances of practice. 
One of his firm’s horses had been taken there with colic. 
The account was duly rendered, accompanied by a cir- 
cular inviting subscribers, and holding forth—under- 
lined in red ink—the benefits to be obtained in the form 
of cheap medicine and cheap advice. He wondered 
what the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons would think of an individual member who 
issued such a circular to another man’s client. He 
knew several large owners, subscribers to the College, 
one, a particular friend of his own, who paid his 
£2 2s. with the one object of getting his horses fired 
and blistered at a cheap rate. That practice should not 
be allowed, and if he had been in general practice he 
would have done his best to peeves it. 

Mr. Vituar stated that although he was neither a 
London or suburban practitioner, and was in no way 
connected with the Royal Veterinary Coll he, as a 
member of the profession, regretted that Mr. Gray had 
chosen to exploit his somewhat extraordinary views at 
so inopportune a moment, and he quite agreed in this 
with Mr. 

The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and the 
Ro eterinary College as scientific institutions 

never stood higher in public esteem than at 
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present, but the financial position of both was deplor- 
able. One of them to his knowledge was rapidly pass- 
ing intoa state of insolvency—and now one of these 
institutions was applying to Paciiamnant for power, by 
the Veterinary Surgeons Bill, to raise funds, and the 
other was applying to Government for financial aid— 
surely this wasa time when all well-wishers of the pro- 
fession should unite and assist these old established 
bodies to — their position. If it were not ible 
for all to be loyal, let them at least be business-like, let 
them get the money, and if need be dispute afterwards 
its method of expenditure. 

It was not clear what Mr. Gray intended his deputa- 
tion to the Board of Agriculture to represent. Ap- 
parently it was to point out that it would be wrong to 

nt funds to the Royal Veterinary College because 
this Institution was no longer necessary to the country, 
but generally the ideas expressed in the paper were 
vague and confused. As Mr. Hunting had pointed out 
it was difficult to follow a man who thought the Roya 
Veterinary College should receive liberal financial aid 
from the State and yet stated that the College was not 
a necessary institution. 

Mr. Gray had gone on to suggest that the Royal 
Veterinary College should depend for its existence 
upon pane mg from the sentimental public, and had 
pointed out how well “Our Dumb Friends “aw 
and some other Society had done in this way. For 
some years the speaker was professionally attached to 
the Home of Rest for Horses, a very excellent Society, 
but amongst its rules was one that no horse should be 
fired .in its infirmary, and that no horse should be 
admitted that had been recently fired or that was 
suffering from Quittor—the committee who managed 
it objected to severe operations. Yet Mr. Gray ap- 
parently would have the whole veterinary profession 
—for the profession was moulded at the teaching schools 
—truled by such sentimental persons as governed the 
Royal Society of Prevention of Cruelty, and such like 

ies. 

Mr. Gray’s reference to hospitals was irrelevant : no 
human hospital could be compared to the Royal Veterin- 
ary College as the conditions were so different. The whole 
profession was under a great debt to the teaching 
schools, especially at the present time. The reason 
for their bad financial condition was the paucity of 
students, whose fees were their chief source of income. 
Some might suggest that the increasing use of motors 
and mechanical traction was the cause of this paucity 
of students, and to some extent that was so, but what 
was a much greater reason was the —_ standard of 
the matriculation examination. If Latin or Geometry 
were made + ata mya it would lead to a great 
access of students. It was to the credit of the teachers 
of our schools that there were no greater opponents 
than they to a reduction in the severity of the exami- 
nation, recognising as they did that the profession 
would suffer if less educatod men were admitted. 
What was Mr. Gray’s motive in raising this question ? 
Could it be that he had become infected with the pre- 
vailing spirit of unrest, and was trying to emulate the 
political leaders of trade unions, and stir up strife? If 
this were so, he might be quite certain that the Central 
Veterinary Society would never support so ill-considered 
a statement as this. 

Prof. WootpripcE also considered that Mr. Gray 
was ill-advised to put forward his proposition at the 
Gray: “I was not advised at 
all.” f. Macqueen: “I should think not!”] Mr. 
Gray’s attitude reminded him of the Biblical story of 


Balaam and his ass reversed. Mr. Gray s with a 
blessing and ended with a curse. The speaker scarcely 
felt that he was called upon to depend the College ; it 


would have been more dignified to have ignored it. 
It was difficult to see any point in the statement that 


“the sole object of the Royal Veterinary College, when 
founded, was for veterinary education ;” vor 8 were 
made with a view to saying that the object no longer 
existed. The paper was apparently an indictment of 
the Governors of the College for the way in which they 
carried on its business or transactions, and that sug- 
= that they no longer had education at heart, but 
ad some ulterior motive. He would challenge anyone 
to point to a single member of the Board of Governors 
who derived personal benefit to the extent of one half- 
penny. The object, the speaker contended, was still 
veterinary education. Mr. Gray had complained about 
the small subscription required in order to qualify a 
subscriber to participate in the privileges of the College, 
which had led to competition, and he had followed that 
complaint by saying that “those who are in a position 
to become subscribers were not likely to be influenced 
so vitally on the question of paying a reasonable fee.” 
According to this, the amount of the fee, whether large 
or small, was of no importance. Mr. Gray had also 
said that the College was neglecting its duties, and b 
way of proof pointed to the establishment of suc 
institutions as “ Our Dumb Friends’ League.” Mr. Gray 
had adverted to the number of the hospitals in London. 
Did that gentleman suggest that the number was 
accouuted for by neglect on the part of the first of the 
Institutions? The fact that there was work for a number 
of these hospitals did not imply neglect on the part of 
one. The main point of Mr. Gra ’s arguinent was com- 
tition with practitioners. The Royal Veterinary 
Yollege had a practice, bat it supported no fewer than 
twelve veterinary surgeons, who would otherwise in- 
crease competition in London. If the Coll were 
done away with and the surgeons employed py he 
questioned whether Mr. Gray would not lose as many 
clients as he did under the present system. It is quite 
possible that some of them might be able to earn bread 
and cheese even in the West End of London, and cer- 
tainly Mr. Gray and other practitioners would not be 
much better off. He did not feel disposed to discuss 
with Mr. Gray the question of the duties of the pro- 
fessors. Mr. Gray had further contended that not one 
ore gw was directly or indirectly represented on the 
rd of governors; there was, however, a London 
practitioner on the Board at the present time which dis- 
proved the statement—most of Mr. Gray’s “facts” were 
of this nature. To quote again, Mr. Gray asked: 
“ Are we going to meekly allow the College to obtain 
this grant from the Government and then to continue 
this competition, unfair now, use we when students 
supported the College to exist.” What would the 
authorities of Mr. Gray’s school, wherever it was, say if 
that gentleman went to them now and pointed out t 
at one time he paid his school fees there and honoured 
it with his presence, and ee that they were con- 
sequently in his debt, and demanded a voice in the 
government of that school? Did anybody ever hear of 
such an absurdity? The speaker’s attitude to his own 
school was the reverse of that ; he felt that any success 
he had achieved was due t> that school in the first place, 
and then to the Royal Veterinary College, which 
completed his education. He felt that he owed a debt 
to his school and college and not that they were under 
any obligation to him. He would put another phase of 
this question to Mr. Gray: Had he knowledge of any 
member of the profession who, having asked the 
members of the staffs of the various colleges for advi 
had been refused? [Mr. Willett: “No.”] It wo 
surprise members perhaps to know the number of let 
asking advice in specific cases, which the Professors 
the Royal Veterinary College received from town and 
ara | members of the profession ; and this advice was 
willingly and ungrudgingly given. He thought Mr. Gray 
might ise that he owed something to the Institu- 
tion ; that he had received his education there, that he 
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had received more than guid pro quo, and with the result 
had been able to make, to say the least of it, a reason- 
able living. The contention that the Royal Veterinary 
College was no longer a necessary institution was too 
absurd for words. ld Mr. Gray point to any institu- 
tion that was absolutely pecs. No institution of 
any character whatever was essential, but surely that 
did not justify the abolition of all institutions. The 
speaker considered that it would have taxed even the 
aque and agility of a Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to have reconciled Mr. Gray’s opening remarks and his 
concluding statements. 

Mr. Guy Surron was the next speaker. He said : 
Could the College be rightly described as “a very active 
competitor,” in spite of the fact that its charges for the 
a dy both horses-and dogs were admittedly too low. 
With regard to carriage-horse practice, certainly the 
neighbouring practitioners did not suffer much. ere 
was a very good reason for this. With rd to the 
shoeing, after all was said and done, what did the com- 
petition amount to? Is was a small forge, with one fire, 
and if they tried to increase the amount of their shoe- 
to the ¢ made for dogs, here the un- 
doubtedly missed a certain amount of revenue. The 
people who sent their dogs there would still do so if the 
charge was 10s. per week instead of 5s.; and very little 
of their clientéle would be driven from their doors and 
distributed memo their neighbours by the increased 
fee. Regarding the competition in the examination of 
horses for soundness, there was not a dealer in London 
who sent horses to the College if he could possibly 
persuade his clients to send them elsewhere. 

Prof. MAacQuEEN, while considering that Mr. Gray 
was perfectly free to express himself in any manner he 
chose, believed that very few London practitioners 
would agree with the terms of his indictment, or would 
care to assume the attitude of moral turpitude that 
Mr. Gray would appear to have taken up in regard to 
the Royal Veterinary College. In proof of the fact that 
no very strong views against competition by the College 
were held by London practitioners, he would say that 
two or three years ago he had applied to certain of these 

ntlemen regarding some repairs to loose boxes at the 
College and had met with a ready response from or 
one scans to, a sum of £650 being subscribed. Deal- 
ing with the paragraphs in Mr. Gray’s paper, he would 
say that it was not true that the Royal Veterinary 
College had been founded for the sole purpose of educa- 
tion, that being a subsidiary item, which was not intro- 
duced till some years after its foundation. Its original 
object was “The improvement of farriery by collectiu 
from men of experience and practical knowledge well- 
authenticated facts relative to the diseases of horses, 
cows and sheep, their treatment and cure.” It was only 
after the College had become firmly established that 
education was taken up, and a considerable period 
elapsed before there was any evidence of tuition beyond 
the sanction given to the professor attached to the 
Ona to take a few pupils. 

With regard to medicines and the keep of animals, the 
charges at the College might be low, but it must be re- 
membered that the subscriber for horses paid two guineas 
and the subscriber for dogs one guinea a year for their 
privileges, and in each case this premium had to be con- 
sidered in estimating the charges for keep and treat- 
ment. Though small, the fees were not ridiculously 
small. The reference to the Brown Institute and the 
London Hospitals, however useful these Institutions 
might be, was inappropriate in a discussion concerning 
the preset of the Royal Veterinary College ; there 
could be no proper comparison. The principal point 
was the competition by the College, and, in the speaker's 
opinion, the College was quite entitled to compete with 
any practitioner, Indeed, the College had made a mis- 


take in not extending that competition when practice 
was good. This was not the first occasion on which the 
uestion of competition had been brought forward. The 
vernors of the College had, however, always tried to 
avoid competition. Had competition been their chief 
aim, or had they realised its advantages, a West-end 
branch would have been set up fifteen or twenty years 
ago. Mr. Gray had said “The Governors should con-. 
sider the fact that the College should be supported 
mainly by our fees, i.e., those of us who were students 
there.” Again he had said that “there are several 
other self-supporting ones (Veterin Colleges) that 
do not enter into competition with the practitioner.” 
With regard to these statements, What were the facts ? 
In Scotland, the G wand Edinburgh Colleges were 
in constant competition with the practitioners ; they 
held contracts, attended outside cases and practised in 
the epmeney. S90. At Liverpool, on the staff of the 
Veterinary College there were at least two veterinary 
surgeons in regular practice. In Dublin, owing possibly 
to the activity of the practitioners in a positions 
on the Committee of Management of the College a free 
clinique was not allowed, and the institution was suffer- 
ing from the loss. 

The London College did not actively enter into 
competition in practice, but he saw no reason why 
it should not compete, and if the agitation was con- 
tinued the Governors should reconsider the position 
and allow the qualified veterinary surgeons at present 
engaged exclusively at the College to extend into 
various parts of London, and conduct practices. 

As to representation on the Board of Governors, it 
would be sufficient to say that direct representation 
of the practitioners in London undoubtedly existed ; 
Mr. Hurting was a Governor. of the College. At the 
moment when the Board of Agriculture was deliberat- 
ing upon making a grant to the Royal Veterinary. 
College, Mr. Gray’s agitation was most ill-timed, and 
he would urge members of the Society to do nothing 
that would interfere in any way with the grant being 


made. 

With regard to Mr. Willett’s suggestion of letters 
from responsible persons in behalf of those taking 
udvantage of the cheap practice at the College, he 
would say that already letters had been tried without 
success. It was not difficult in London to obtain 
certificates of poverty, which was rather hard to define. 

Mr. McIntosh had raised certain objections. A 
horse with colic was brought to the College for treat- 
ment. The account was sent in to the owners, and the 
Secretary enclosed a slip giving the regulations of the 
College. The speaker conld see nothing unprofessional 
in that course. Mr. McIntosh pointed out a defect, 
but suggested no remedy. He had complained that 
horses were sent to the College to be fired and blistered, 
and suggested that some practitioners must suffer in 
consequence. The College was -— to voluntary sub- 
scribers and until Mr. McIntosh could devise some 
other scheme, it was not possible to prevent persons 
bringing horses to the College to be fired and blistered. 
Complaint had been made in reference to the charges for 
shoeing, but Mr. Willett overlooked the 42s. premium 
as affecting the low charges. The College had no can- 
vassers, and did not send out to seek for work. When 
the College put on a set of shoes, four shoes were put 
on, and when two shoes were removed it did not charge 
for two new ones. The charges might be low, but they 
were legitimate. Prof. Macqueen further pointed out 
that certain rules and regulations of the College now in 
force were in operation in 1801, and he quoted from a 

ublished statement as follows: “The institution was 
founded in 1791, and was at the commencement su 
ported by private Since 1795 to 
present time (1801) Parliament had most liberally 


granted £1500 per annum to promote and enlarge the 
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views of the veterinary essablishment. The subscribers 
paid £2 2s. per annum. or £21 for life ”—the same terms 
as at present. In concluding, Prof. Macqueen said 
that it was the business side of the College that was 
wsak. He denied Mr. Gray’s contention that the student 
carried a perpetual claim on the College by right of 
entry ; every student leaving the College received 
full value for his money, and he was not entitled to re- 
gard himself as a permanent prop of the institution. 

_ Mr. McINTosH was sorry Prof. Macqueen attempted to 
justify the issuing of the “circular.” He had no objec- 
tion to the College inviting subscriptions, but — it 
is most unprofessional to hold forth, in the manner des- 
cribed, the benefits to be derived by so doing. 

Mr. Gray replied to the discussion. He contended 
that the speaker had missed his point—that the pro- 
fession should be represented directly on the Board of 
Governors, so that they could control the practice of 
the College. In connection with Mr. Hunting’s remarks 
he would like to point out that Mr. Hunting had not 
been a student at any existing veterinary school, and 
had not beena student at the Royal Veterinary College; 
therefore Mr. Hunting did not represent the former 
students ; and as he had not been appointed by the 

rofession he did not represent the profession directly. 

e seemed more Royal than the King. It might be 
true that he (the speaker) had “lost his apple,” but he 
would ask Mr. Hunting the significance of the fact that 
two Governors, former students of the College, had 
resigned. Why did the College want a grant? He had 
been given to understand that the London University 
would not take over the Royal Veterinary College as one 
of their schools, until the College was properly equipped 
and had a properly constituted teaching staff. He could 
not see why the College should get money from the tax- 
payer, including the practitioner, unless the profession 
-were sey represented. Prof. Macqueen had said 
that the College had a right to enter into competition 
with former students ; but it was the former students 
who had kept, and the present students who were keep- 
ing, the professors. Mr. Hunting had, in contradiction 
of the speaker, said that the Royal Veterinary College 
turned out more students than Dublin, but the figures 
published in The Veterinary Record showed Dublin had 
24 students and the Royal College 19 ; that indicated a 
declining use of the latter institution. Prof. Macqueen 
urged that the student did not keep the Professors, 
but unless the College were carried on in such a way 
that a good income was being made of cheap competitive 

ractice, he could not see who did keep the Professors. 
Prof. Macqueen had, moreover, omitted from the state- 
ment ef the bye-laws, etc., the fact the veterinary sur- 
geon were not subscribers. [Discussion arose on this 
point, the issue being that Mr. Gray was requested by 
the President to accept the fact that veterinary surgeons 
were subscribers]. ntinuing, Mr. Gray said that he 
had no desire that the Royal Veterinary College should 
go down, provided it did not continue cheap competi- 
tive practice. He could not agree with Prof. Macqueen’s 
statement that the College received good fees. orses 
of the value of upwards of £250 or more had been fired 
there, and wealthy clients of his had told him that they 
could take their dogs there for a sum of 5/- where he 
(the speaker) wanted a guinea. He was contending not 
so much for the few pounds a year he might lose as for 
the principle of the competition. Unless the Royal 
Veterinary College would yield to reason, he would do 
all he could to oppose the grant. When the Board of 
the College— people in a position of affluence—opposed 
the profession, why should they be considered. He 
had, at the same time, good authority for saying 
that he did not think the College would obtain the 
grant sought. If, however, the Council of the Institu- 
tion were amended, he would not oppose but help. What 
was wanted was that the College should take the pro- 


fession more into their confidence, ially as the pro- 
fession had hitherto subscribed somely to the re- 
building of certain stables. In saying that pn, oe 
Veterinary College was no longer necessary, the s er 
meant that it was no longer necessary as at present 
constituted ; reconstituted and placed on a better basis 
with a few business men, including some successful and 
business-like practitioners on the Board to advise the 
Governors, the College could do good work. 

The proceedinzs were then terminated with the usual 
votes of thanks to the gentlemen who had exhibited 
morbid specimens, and to Mr. Gray for submitting his 


A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


FELLOWSHIP DEGREE. 

A meeting of the Board of Examiners for this Degree 
was held at the College, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C., on 
Saturday, May 18th. The following is a list of the 
successful candidates, together with the titles of their 
respective Theses :— 

Bees, “Tympanitis in Bovines.” 
W. A. Sruson, “ Bovine Pleuro-pneumonia. 
Lung-sickness.” 


ALex. M. Monro, “Milk Fever.” 


The Examiners were Messrs J. Malcolm, W. Hunt- 
ing, f. Macqueen; Mr. Sidney Villar being in 


the chair. 
Frep Butiock, Secretary. 


ELECTION ADDRESSES. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg to be allowed to offer myself 
candidate for election to the Counci 
R.C.V.S. 

My opinions as to the absolute necessity of the 
passing of “ The Bill” are as firmly fixed now as 
they were when you last did me the honour of 
electing me. 

On all other matters, also, my firm desire is solely 
for the advancement of the profession, and should 
you again honour me by giving me your votes my 
whole-hearted services are yours.—I remain, yours 
faithfully, 


ain as a 
of the 


Water Burt. 
Brighton, May, 1912. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 

I have again been adopted by the Lancashire, 
Yorkshire, Eastern Counties. and Liverpool Uni- 
versity Veterinary Medical Societies as one of their 
candidates for election to the Council of the 
R.C.V.8., and this honour I very much appreciate. 

AB a practitioner for over 20 years, and one who 
has always taken a lively interest in the welfare of 
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the profession, I desire once again to state my 
views on matters of present importance to the pro- 
fession. 

1. I amastrong supporter of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Bill now before Parliament, for I cannot 
conceive a better mode of preserving the financial 
status of the Royal College. 

2. Every endeavour must be made to retain 
the ‘One-portal” system of entry to the pro- 
fession. 

3. The relationship between the Board of Agri- 
culture and the country practitioner has improved. 
It is to be hoped this may be further extended. 

4. Local Governing Boards—to wit, County and 
City Councils—are appreciating to a much greater 
extent than formerly the value of the Veterinary 
Public Health Officer. This advance in Veterinary 
State medicine I hail as a distinct asset to the 
profession and the public. This movement I am 
prepared to support to the utmost of my power. 

Assuring you of my keen interest in the present 
and future welfare of the profession, and my desire 
to help forward all movements in the direction of 
increasing our public usefulness.—I-remain, yours 


obediently, 
Water PAckMAN. 
The Wylde, Bury. May 20. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE. 


CONDITIONS OF APPOINTMENT OF PROFESSOR OF VETE- 
RINARY PATHOLOGY, AND INFORMATION WITH REGARD 
TO THE WoRK. 

Duties.—The Professor will be required :— 

1. To devote the whole of his time to the work of 
his department except in so far as special permission 
may be ~ by the Council under Section 10 of 
Statute V. 

2. To administer the Department of V eteri 
Pathology giving such ‘instructions by lectures an 
otherwise, and conducting such examinations as may 
provided from time to time by the Statutes and Regula- 
tions of the University. . 

3. Subject to the control and directions of the 
Council to be Director of the Veterinary Institute ; 
and, if appointed Dean of the Faculty, to exercise a 
general superintendence over the educational and ad- 
ministrative business connected with the Faculty. 

4. Toconduct, upon such terms and conditions as 
may be agreed between the Minister of Agriculture and 
the University, any investigations in Veterinary matters 
which the Minister may at any time require to be mad 
and to report to the Minister of Agriculture the result o 
any such investigation. 


5. To keep himself, as far as practicable, in touch |S 


with the Stock interests of the State. 

Tenwre.—The Professor shall hold his office subject to 
the University Acts and the Statutes and Regulations 
of the University. 

Should the Professor desire to resign his office he shall 
give six months’ notice of his intention, such notice to 
terminate on 3lst December. 

Emoluments.—1. The Salary of the Professor 
shall be £900 per annum, but in the event of the 
Council providing the Professor with a house in the 
University Grounds, the sum of £100 per annum will be 
deducted from the salary. 

2. In addition, immediately on the arrival of the 
Professor in Melbourne, the Council will, in the name of 
the University and from the monies of the University, 


purchase an endowment assurance on his life, the polic 
to be payable at the age of 60, or at his death Fe 
that event occur viously, and the amount of the 
annual premium paid for such assurance will be £100. 
Information.—1. _ The Veterinary Institute is situ- 
ated on a site comprising four acres, close to the Uni- 
versity. The buildings include a Research Institute, a 
Veterinary Hospital, and a surgical ward, with lar, 
operating theatre and necessary adjuncts. For the 
emical, Physiological, Biological, Physical and Histo- 
gel ge of the work, the University laboratories 
al . About. £12,000 has been expended on the 
nstitute. 


2. Salary and duties will begin on the Ist Mar. 1913. 
_3. _ If the Professor —- shall come from out- 
side Australasia, £100 will be allowed for travelling 
expenses, and a cable will be sent informing him of his 
appointment. The appointment will probably be 
by the Council in August or September, 1912. 

4. Candidates must with their applications submit 
satisfactory evidence of physical fitness, and any candi- 
date whom the Council may propose to appoint must 
submit himself for examination, and be as 
jpn fit by a physician appointed on f of the 

t 


5. didates should not be much over forty 
years of age, nor under twenty-five. 

6. _ Copies of the latest Calendar of the University 
of Melbourne may be seen at the office of the Agent- 
General for Victoria, Strand, London, W.C., and at the 
principal Universities in Britain and America. 

5. _ Applications for the vacant Chair, together with 
original or certified copies of testimonials and photo- 
graph, must be sent to the Agent-General for Victoria, 

trand, London, W.C., to reach him by 30th June, 1912. 
Six copies should be furnished for the use of the 
Committee of Selection. 


Horses in Mines—Home Office and Appoint- 
ment of Inspectors. 

It is officially announced that the Home Secretary is 
prepared to receive applications for the a of 
inspectors of horses in coal mines under Section 109 of 
the Coal Mines Act, 1911. Six of these inspectors will 


be| be appointed at an annual salary of £125, rising by 


£5 a year to a maximum of £175. Candidates must 
be thoroughly experienced in the care and treatment 
of horses and other animals in mines, and must have 
had practical acquaintance with the conditions under 
which work is carried on underground. The prescribed 
age for candidates is between 30 and 40 —. The 
appointments will be made by the Home Secretary on 
e advice of the Board for Mining Examinations, sub- 
ject to a qualifying examination. 
Applications must reach the Home Office before 
June 30th, 1912. Particulars as to the appointments 
and forms of application may be obtai from the 
Secretary, Home ce, Whitehall, London, 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


We regret to report the death on May Ist, in Bombay, 
after a short illness, of Colonel John Ande 
retired pay, Army Veterinary Service, at the age 


e had a distinguished career, was aj ated to the 
Army Veterinary Department at the nning of 
1860, went out to New Zealand and served for six years 
in the tediously psolonged Maori War, including the 
Taranaki and Waikato campaigns. He was mentioned 
in despatches and received the medal. In 1867-8 he 
was with the Abyssinian ition. He formed and 
had charge of the sick depots at Koomayloo and 
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Pioneer’s Wells, and was three times employed on 
special service. Here again he was mentioned in des- 

tches and received the medal. He had a like award 
or the Afghan War, where he served with the Kurram 
Field Force, and afterwards the Khyber Line Force as 
Inspecting Veterinary Surgeon. In the Egyption War 


of 1882 he was Principal Veterinary Surgeon with the | Af 


Indian contingent, being present at the battle of Tel-el- 
Kebir and the capture of Cairo. He received the medal 
with clasp and the Khedive’s Star. He was well known 
in the racing circles in the west of India, where he en- 


joyed a wide popularity. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, May 17. 


Recutar Forces. VETERINARY CorRPs. 


Capt. E. Brown is restored to the establishment with 
recedence next below Capt. J. J. Aitken. Dated 


ay 18. 
May 21. 
TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


Lieut. (Hon. Vet. Lieut. in the Army) H. G. West- 
gate resigns his commission. Dated May 22. 


Maj. H. M. Lennox Conyngham arrived from India on 
six months leave of absence on 13th instant. 

Capt. E. Brown has joined at Woolwich for duty on 
being restored to the establishment. 
’ Capt. W. J. Dale has been transferred from Shorn- 
_ to Windsor for temporary duty with the 1st Life 

uards. 
. Lieut.-Col. E. Taylor, Inspecting Veterinary Officer 
Central Circle, arrived from India on 9th inst., on four 
months and fourteen days leave. 


FROM STATISTICS OF RuSSIAN VETERINARY 
MILITARY SERVICE FOR 1909. 2 


The mean strength was 187,957 horses, and of which 
71,370 were treated in hospital. Of these 103% died, 
and 22% were destroyed. The above only includes the 
actual sick treated in hospital, a large number of cases 
were treated regimentally, and of these *46% died. 
There were 326 cases of glanders ; anthrax caused 209 
deaths ont of 221 attacked: 12,883 horses were vacci- 
nate1 against anthrax, and one died from the operation. 

There were 1627 cases of influenza, and 1457 of pleuro- 
pneumonia. 


ExtTRActTs 


Personal, 


Our readers will remember Mr. Leach’s serious motor 
car accident. In addition to a dislocated femur there 
.was a grave complication in the form of injury to the 
sciatic nerve. Mr. Leach is now able to get about again, 
the nervous control is becoming gradually more marked, 
and his medical advisers hope that in a short time he 
will have regained his strength and activity. 


OBITUARY. 
JoHN ANDERSON, M.R.C.V.S., Indian Veteri Service- 
retired. Graduated, Lond : et Edin : . 1859. 


We regret to announce the death of Col. John Ander- 
son, which occurred at his residence in Byculla yesterday 
May Ist) after a Anderson, who had 
n inthis country for nearly forty years, was particu- 
larly known in this presidency and other s of India 
in sporting circles, and at one time kept large training 

establishments at Poona and Bombay, his patrons bein 
mtlemen of high standing connected with the Turf. 
is services were requisitioned by the Bombay Tram- 
re was an outbreak of surra 


Com: when the 
and the successful way in which 


he dealt with the disease earned him the thanks of the 
Government. He leaves a widow, in Eu and 
several ‘sons and daughters, one son being Capt. M. H. 
Anderson of the 33rd Bengal (Queen’s Own) Light 
Cavalry, stationed at Secunderabad, and another who is 
a Police Superintendent at Mombassa, British East 


rica. 
Col. Anderson was buried at the Sewri Cemetery with 
full military honours. The funeral cortége consisted of 
a party of 200 men, rank and file, of the Royal Warwick- 
shire Regiment with band and drums, who met the 
procession at the Elphinstone Road station, having 
come from Colaba by train. At the cemetery were 
many of the late Col. Anderson’s friends. The coffin 
was covered with the Union Jack, and embedded in 
wreaths and crosses. 

After the funeral service, three volleys were fired, the 
buglers sounding the Last Post. So passed away another 
old resident of Bombay.—The Advocate of India. 


Mr. J. Crawford, Bombay, to whom we are indebted 
for the foregoing, writing under date May 3rd, adds :— 

“T woukl say, in addition, that I think the profession 
has suffered a great loss by the death of Col. Anderson 
who was a venerable, kindly old gentleman of the old 
class, and one of the most popes members of the pro- 
fession that has ever been in India.” 


THoMAS FLETCHER, M.R.C.V.S., Scarborough. 
Lond: May, 1855. 

Mr. Thomas Fletcher, well known in Sheffield and 
district for a long period prior to his retirement ten 

ears a0, died at his residence, 46, Westbourne Park, 
rborough, on Wednesday, May 15th. Mr. Fletcher, 
who was 83 years old, was a native of Newborough, 
near Peterborough, and after graduating in 1855, prac- 
tised in Lincoln, and subsequently at h. He came 
to Sheffield in 1868, and established a practice in Ellin 
Street. Mr. Fletcher took a prominent place in his pro- 
fession, and was for some years president of the York- 
shire Veterinary Surgeons’ Association. He was very 
well known amongst the farmers in the neighbourhood 
of Sheffield, and highly respected. In 1891 he extended 
his practice to Hillsborough, and devoted himself to that 
branch, leaving his Ellin Street practice in the hands of 
his son, Mr. T. C. Fletcher. Mr. Fletcher, senr., con- 
tinued at Hillsborough until 1902, when he retired, and 
went to live at Scarborough. 

He leaves a widow, five sons, and one daughter. His 
eldest son is Dr. H. P. Fletcher, J -P., of Dronfield, and 
his second son is Mr. William Fletcher, manager of the 
Sheffield Company Besides Mr. 
Fletcher, another son—Mr. ter Fletcher—is a vete- 
rinary surgeon, and practices at Wrexham. The funeral 
took place at borough on Saturday, 18th. 


WILLIAM TAVERNER, M.B.C.V.8,, Newton Abbott, Devon 
Lond : March, 1882, 
Mr. Taverner had practised as veterinary surgeon in 
the of thirty and was well known 
and respected. Three years ago he had an attack of 
heart trouble, but recovered sufficiently to continue his 
work. A few days since he had a recurrent attack, 
which was not thought to be serious, but complications 
set in and he died on Monday, 20th inst. He leaves a 
widow and two children. r. Taverner was a member 
of the Newton Abbott Race Committee, and was hon. 
veteri vy ee at the race meetings, and also for the 
Newton Fat Stock Annual Show. e also acted in a 
similar capacity at the Devon Show at Newton last 
eer. He was formerly a noted breeder of foxterriers, 
ut of late years had taken up horticulture and bowling 
as hobbles. He had little leisure, however, for he was 
devoted to his profession, and was an extremely busy 
man. Towards the end he was a great sufferer. Mr. 
Taverner was 53 years of age. 
\ 
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THE CLAIMS OF THE VETERINARY PROFESSION 
FOR RECOGNITION. 
Sir, 

Nobody appreciates true science iaore than Ido. But I 
certainly ” shink too much is made of those who have dis- 
covered a new bug, determined its species and studied its 
anatomy. Such an one would perhaps be admitted a 
— ot the Royal Society, receive the LL.D. of Oxford 

Cambridge, or some other university, and when he died, 
pe his remains interred in Westminster Abbey, or a bust 
erected to bis memory in the Natural History Museum. 
On the contrary, if one discovered a cure for cancer after 
every one of the scientific investigators had failed, would 
he be received into any learned society or recognised as a 
scientist? No, his results would be so practical, easily 
adopted and readily understood. 

Moorcroft, a graduate of the Alfort Veterinary School, 
introduced che neurectomy operation ; James Turner dis. 
covered the true seat and nature of the lameness now 
known as navicular disease, and defined its diagnosis; 
Gamgee prophesied the introduction of cattle plague and 
speedily advised the course of treatment it required ; 
Chauveau demonstrated the particulate nature of virus ; 
Chauveau and Gerlach demonstrated the ingestion theory 
of tuberculosis; Bang exploded the hereditary theory of 
tuberculosis, demonstrated the virus of epizootic abortion 
and the possibility of a preventive inoculation ; Thomassen 
discovered a certain cure for actinomycosis; Smith and 
Kilborne worked out the part the insect played in the trans- 
mission of piroplasmosis (five years before Ronald Ross did 
that of the mosquito), and many ethers have rendered an 
account of ce et Aap successful results in veterinary practice ; 
but have any of them that recognition which is 
justly their due? 

Schmidt has doue So per all over the world an ever- 
lasting service; he has unselfishly thrown open his dis- 
covery, which ‘will be the. means for all time of saving 
millions to agriculture. Before his time the loss of efficient 

iry stock must have been enormous. Unlike contagious 
diseases, which can be eradicated, milk-fever will always be 
with us; but now, thanks to Schmidt, it is robbed of its 
terrors. His services to practical veterinary medicine and 
to agriculture are as relatively great as Jenner's were to 
human hygiene when he popularised preventive inoculation 
against small-pox. Jenner, however, did not discover the 
method but only defined it. Schmidt did discover his 
method, which is now so simple in application. Jenner’s 
“memory has been greatly honoured. Schmidt has not as 
yet been recognised in a manner suitable for the benefits 
conferred. Even the R.C.V.S. and the Royal Agricultural 
Society of England have not conferred any distinction upon 
him. Practical veterinary surgeons acknowledge their in- 
debtednes: to him, bat only silently. 

The veterinary profession is not recognised by the leading 
learned scientific societies in this country. There is not one 
of our members a Fellow of the Royal Society. The late 
Professor Coleman is the only one who has had that dis- 
tinction bestowed upon him; but he was persona grata, 
and an intimate friend of many composing that most auto- 
cratic corporation. 

Surely the day should not be far distant when some 
unselfish member of the profession could arise and press 
forward our claims for scientific distinction. At least a 
few of our number deserve it. We must not, however, be 
too selfishly narrow-minded, which is the canker-worm of 
social progress. Great minds are usually large-souled and 
modest, and recognise the merits of those below their own 
level. The opposite easily degenerate and look with disdain 
on men of other thought or other ways. All knowledge, 
skill, or action is only relative. A clever navvy is as rela- 
tively clever as a clever scientist or practitioner of any 


science or art, 
Hrppocrates.”’ 


VETERINARY CINEMATOGRAPHY. 
ir, 


Mr. Hamilton Kirk’s article on the above is a good one, 
and is not one to be dismissed as ridiculous. It woald be 
welcomed by those students who have not had the chance 
or the means of seeing the routine of a busy everyday prac- 
tice. The average s' t knows how to handle the various 
domestic animals, but there are always exceptions to the 
rule. I have known of a M.R.C.V.S. who did not know 
how to pick up a horse’s fore | is of course is an ex- 
ceptional case. I think that Nos. 1—16, that Mr. Kirk 
quotes as subjects, are really well worth considering. No. 17 
I am not in favour of. I am of opinion that in this case 
the student will recognise the pooisonous plants and 
grasses when he sctually sees them growing in nature far 
better than if thrown on a screen, and if this were adopted 
the costly colour cinematography would be essential, if any- 
thing nearing perfection was to be realised. The only 
real method at leavaing botany to remember it is to study 
it from the actual living plants. 

The amusement tableau could be eliminated altogether. 
Cub, hare, stag and fox hunts will not help the student 
in his educational routine, and after all, if amusement is 
wanted, all the subjects quoted are usually to be seen at 
the numerous halls with which London is studded. 

One thing is quite evident, the student would learn as 
much, if not a great deal more, than he does at the 
present form of V.M.A. meetings, if this idea was adopted. 

Mr. Kirk goes a bit too far when he suggests every 
V.M.A. meeting. It would have been better to have s 
gested every other V.M.A. meeting, leaving the ones in 
between for the usual essays and discussions.—Yours 


faithfully, 
R.V. Coll., Camden Town. J. F. D. Torr. 


Mr. Hamilton Kirk’s article, which was probably sug- 
gested by a report in the daily papers about a month ago of 
some Medical meeting at which there was an exhibition of 
films depicting the early life of microbes, shows how little 
consideration he has bestowed on the subject. There cer- 
tainly is a limit to such an enterprise, and that a narrow 
one—expense. 

The three chief organs by which knowledge is gained 
are the ear, the eye, and the hand. I agree with him that 
the eye is better than the ear, but, when it comes to 
‘* handling ’’ anything, neither of the first two is any good 
without the last. Does he wish us to imagine that, when 
a student has witnessed films showing how animals are 
managed under various cireumstances, he is competent as 
regards the ‘‘ practical side of the business.’’ 

In the medical profession the kind of animal to be treated 
is the same in the country as in the town, so the stndent 
can study everything in the town. Unfortunately, in our 

rofession this is not the case. But, instead of the 

.V.C. going to the expense of keeping animals under 
unusual conditions, surely it is better for the student to go 
into the country and study them in their natural sur- 
roundings. 

The minimum time for a student to be at college is four 
years, and some are there much longer. If we reckon the 
total vacation for one year at 20 weeks, it gives the most 
‘* brainy '’ student at least 80 weeks in which to learn the 
practical country business. Certainly many a student who 
obtains his diploma is sadly lacking in practical knowledge, 
but this would be best remedied by a license to practise only 
to be issued to such as can show that they have bad a cer- 
tain minimum of experience under fully qualified practi- 
tioners. In other words ‘‘ Compulsory Pupilage.*’ 

As regards the pictures mentioned, most of them illus- 
trate the text books on the various subjects—a fact that 
Mr. Kirk does not seem to have noticed. As a general rule 
the operator must be facing the part operated upon, and so 
the film would illustrate the movements of his posterior 
more than anything else. How could it be applied to the 
extraction of teeth? Would the camera be in the animal’s 
mouth? The instruments used in dental operations can 
be seen at the manufacturers or in their catelogues, 
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_ In parturition cases, as soon as there was anything to 
jhotograph the chief part of the operation would be over. 
12) Meat inspection can be best studied at a public 

slaughter-house. (13) ‘‘ Improvised ’’ means ‘‘ on the spur 
of the moment,’’ and is therefore a test of the student's in- 
genuity rather than of his memory. (14) Why not go to 
the railway depots and the docks (The numbers refer to 
Mr. Kirk’s article). 

From the amusement point of view, twelve out of the 
thirteeen mentioned can be seen for the moderate outlay of 
3d. atthe different legitimate picture palaces. In consider- 
ation of the state of the finances of the R.V.C. it would be 
extremely foolish for it to go to the expense of providing a 
cheap cinematograph entertainment, and so run the risk of 
a resolution being passed by the managers of all places at 
which living pictures are shown requesting powers to pre- 
vent the R.V.C. underbidding them. 

Mr, Kirk evidently has a preference for secondhand 
knowledge. Why not go to the annual athletic sports, race 
meetings, whippet races, etc.? Does he consider it would 
be too great a tax on his energy? This would explain why 
he wishes to learn his practical business sitting in a chair 
—doubtless dreaming of further schemes of endless scope 
for reducing the students’ manual labour to a minimum. 
—Yours truly, Anotuer Crass ‘‘D”’ Srupenr. 

R.V. Coll. May 23. 


Sir, 

T have read with interest and amusement Mr. Hamilton 
Kirk's advocacy of the cinematograph as a teaching medium. 
Mr. Kirk is young, and enthusiastic, and on both scores he 
has my admiration. But in the matter of his arguments 
we must agree to difier—at leastfor the present. Person- 


ally, I look upon all such ‘‘aids’’ as being of the natare of 
cram, and therefore as a mischief rather than a blessing. 
I have put in my half century, and I am drawing to 

the end of my working days, but I have still a tolerably 
clear recollection of my first steps from the protection of 
my teachers to ‘‘ going on my own’’—how helpless and 
hopeless I felt until I had done enough to be able to brin 
into use the knowledge which I had previously Prtar 5 

A man who has gained some amount of dexterity by 
practice, and is not yet case-hardened in the belief of his 
own superior skill, may well benefit by seeing a more skilful 
operator at work. ‘For the neophyte there is less to be 
gained in this way. Surgical demonstrations are not rare 
at our Society meetings, but if there are twenty men pre- 
sent, how many of these can see sufficient of the details to 
get the whole of the information offered? Perhaps four or 
five; probably not more than two. How many serious 
operations are there which will give us all the information 
we want through tha film on the cinematograph ? 

No. The man who means to become a surgeon must do 
the operations, then he can begin to compare his work with 
that of other men, to select and to reject, to improve and 
to invent. Lectures, text-books, cinematographs, demon- 
strations even, are little more than spoon-feeding.— Yours 
faithfully. Sours Country. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
of the paper only and authenticated by the names and 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 


Communications for the Editors to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, London, 8.W. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


to 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax. Foot- Glanders 
Parasitic | Shee; 
— (including Mange. | Scab. Swine Fever. 
Outbreaks Animals Farcy) 
Con-| Re- | Con.| Re- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out- | Ani- | Out-{ Out- | Slaugi- 
rm’d|ported firm’d ported reaks| mals. [breaks mals. jbreaks| mals. breaks] breaks. | tered. * 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended May 18] 11 13 3 4] 36] 66 79 805 
1911] 17 18 4 9 2 70 840 
re | 1910 33 40 6| 20 2] 37 | 653 
1909 19 21 49 7 48 278 
Total for 20 weeks, 1912 | 435 488 69 | 148] 1878 | 4243] 157] 1341 | 16860 
1911 | 392 482 1 | 18 82 | 234 296 | 933 | 10041 
Corresponding | 1910 620 764 146 | 360 307] 483 | 4496 
period in 1909 571 761 249 | 971 440] 654 | 5992 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 21, 1912 
+ Counties affected, animals attacked: Hertford 3, London 1. 
Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended May 18 1 1 oo ées ee 2 6 74 
Corresponding Week in 1910 ... | ... | 
1909 ...} 1 1 1 1 2 
Total for 20 weeks, 1912 2 2 i 37 250 103 | 1002 
1911 ... 5 1 2 38 231 49 
orresponding period in {1910 ...] 4 1 2 33 320 36 
{asi 3 3 42 265 16 143 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May 20. 1912 
Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Disegeed or Exposed to Infection 
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